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Tidings 

Emory United Methodist Church  Pastor Peggy Click 
1600 Emory Road, Upperco, MD 21155      410-429-6008 

Church Office E-Mail:  churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org 
Church web site: www.emoryunitedmethodist.org 

Pastor’s E-Mail: staretal@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Phone:   443-253-0943 

_____________________________________________________________________ March 2020 
 

On Saturday, February 29th, Emory United Methodist 

Church officially voted to become a reconciling congregation. The 

vote was unanimous! Now we begin to live into the love we profess! 

 I want to encourage us to adopt an intentional attitude of constant 

prayer as our Christ called us to. So much has happened in the past few 

weeks that changes who we are as church and in ways unknown that will 

be emerging for some time. Without staying closely connected to our Lord, 

we will be overwhelmed. 

 The sheer number of deaths, funerals and serious illnesses in our 

families is enough to produce disequilibrium in our midst. While we all know 

that death is inevitable, we often live as if it is not. Being faced with the 

reality of human fragility can shake us to the core. Not to mention that grief 

with loss is inevitable. Reach out to one another. Visit the sick and shut in. 

Send cards that simply say you care and are thinking of one another. 

Remember always – the God we serve loves each one of us .Share that 

same love with one another. 

 The search for answers to the attendance and financial difficulties that 

Emory is dealing with and has dealt with in the past is ongoing. The 

meeting with local small churches was helpful in many ways including 

seeing that we are not alone in this struggle. We will continue to work, pray 

and yes, play around the difficulties.  We have the most success when the 

family of faith keeps a positive attitude, and everyone comes to worship 

and activities and fully participates. Thanks to those who are making a 

strong effort to do so. 

mailto:churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org
http://www.emoryunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:staretal@gmail.com
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 Add to that the chaos of the wider UMC and the struggle to decide what 

to do as a denomination! General Conference looms on the horizon with a 

variety of solutions being discussed and with whatever answer is reached 

being devastating for many and a relief for others. There is no win/win. 

Prayer is again our best way to weather the storm. 

 And finally, the long process that we undertook to study whether Emory 

UMC, Upperco should become a reconciling church is over. Thanks to the 

committee of Sandra Schaller, Connie Hamm, and Patty Kelly for making 

sure there were ample opportunities to get questions asked and answered.  

 I appreciate everyone who took this process seriously and who voted. The 

result of the vote was counted from confidential votes cast in person on 

Saturday, February 29. We are now a Reconciling Congregation and a member 

of the Reconciling Network in our Conference. 29 folks came in person to cast 

their vote. 29 voted YES - Emory should be a reconciling congregation.  This is 

a statement of support and acceptance of all LGBTQIA+ persons. We will 

continue to live into this unqualified promise of unconditional love and 

acceptance! The work has just begun. 

Blessings, Pastor Peggy 

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins 

on Ash Wednesday [February 26, 2020] and ends on Holy Saturday [April 

7, 2020]. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, 

meaning “lengthen” and refers to the lengthening days of 

spring. The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in 

the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and 

preparing to begin his ministry. 

Lent is a time of prayer, repentance, fasting and preparation for the 

coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. Today, 

Christians focus on relationship with God, growing as disciples and 

extending ourselves, often choosing to give up something or to take on 

something such as to volunteer and give of ourselves for others 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each 

Sunday represents a "mini-Easter" and the reverent spirit of Lent is 

tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrection.  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-does-the-united-methodist-church-say-about-fasting
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 Dear Church family, when I first arrived at Emory it was to a half-time 

position that was to include visitation, pastoral care and meaningful worship. 

Over time it’s inched its way into almost full time and sometimes more than 

full time with meetings, special activities, and just my inability to let some 

things go. Health concerns continue to be an issue as well. With the other 

parts of my life, it is an exhausting schedule which I need to 

curtail back to the half-time I began with. So, first of all, I’m 

taking some time away with friends and family for rest and 

renewal.  March 9th through the 21st, I will be in Florida with 

friends. In May around Mother’s Day, I will be in a lakeside cabin in 

Alabama with my extended family. 

 As of the beginning of March, I will cut my time here to as close to the 

original 20-hours as possible. Most meetings you will need to ask for input 

before and report to me after the fact. The new Bible study, pastoral care 

and worship will be my priorities. Office time and visitation will be mostly on 

Tuesday and Thursdays during regular office hours as needed. Firm days 

off will be Monday and Friday. I will ask for help in many ways, the first 

being asking you to help me be accountable to the return to my original 

schedule. 

 I am extremely glad to be at EUMC – hopefully these changes will allow 

me to stay well enough to remain much longer. 

 Gratefully, Pastor Peggy 

 

 Although the women are currently running a Bible study, it has been a 

while since we had a full Bible Study open to everyone. We will begin a study 

called Who Are We: A Journey from Head To Heart when I return from 

vacation. In conversation with many of you, concern over the division within 

the denomination is a major concern. We will add this topic to the study so 

that it can be seen from a biblical perspective and not a reliance on partial 

facts, news coverage, and our own fears. My hope is that we have so many 

participants we don’t fit in the conference room. See details that follow.  

Blessings, Pastor Peggy   

 



4 
 

 

 

 Emory UMC will participate in a Lenten Bible Study that leads us from late 

March into and past the General Conference on May 3 to 15, 2020 in 

Minneapolis, MN. This is an adaptation of the third section of a study designed 

to draw us closer to God in our understanding of church and the current 

environment. We will meet on Tuesday mornings at 10am beginning March 

24 and going until May 5. This takes us through Holy Week right up to the 

opening of the General Conference [some changes may be necessary due to 

our Holy Week schedule]. 

 Our denomination is in the midst of another pivotal moment in history. 

Globally, in our churches, we are considering the future of the denomination, 

what it means to be the Church, what it means to be United Methodists, and 

what it means to be spirit-filled Christ followers making disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world in this present age. 

This study was designed to center us in our core identity. And so, we 

ask: Who are we? Who are we as the people of God? Who are we as the 

people called Methodists shaped by Wesleyan theology? Who are we as the 

members of the Baltimore-Washington Conference? Who are we becoming as 

we journey on toward perfection? Please join the study by letting Pastor 

Peggy know. 

 

 

 Our weekly dinners are becoming a popular destination for folks from the 

community.  We need more Emory folks to attend and be supportive as well. 
 

Here’s a heads up from Donna Rucker for the yummy menu this month: 

Wednesday, March 3 – Roast Pork, mashed potatoes, sides and dessert 

Wednesday, March 11 – Spaghetti n meatballs, sides, and dessert 

Wednesday, March 18 – Ham, Corned Beef and Cabbage; red potatoes – wear  

 green to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day which is the day before 

Wednesday, March 25 – Creamy Chicken w rice, veggie, salad, dessert 

 Thanks to all the new volunteers. See Sherry Wineke to sign up to bring a 

dessert, help serve, and/or clean up. 
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Time Change – Spring Forward on March 8! 

 

Sunday, March 1 – 1st Sunday in Lent; Holy Communion; Temptation 
 

Sunday, March 8 – 2nd Sunday in Lent; Faith Stories; Daylight Savings 

Time begins, turn your clocks forward 1 hour 
 

Sunday, March 15 – 3rd Sunday in Lent; Alex Obriecht to preach and lead 

worship 
 

Sunday, March 22 – 4th Sunday in Lent; UMCOR Sunday; Giving Is Love 

 Special offering received 
 

Wednesday, March 29 – 5th Sunday in Lent; Imperishable Flesh: A Myth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 Don’t see your birthday on this list? If you would like your name to be placed 

on our birthday list, email the information to the office including your name and 

birthday (month/day) to churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org. 
 

3/03 Carlton Thomas 3/19 Ann LaPrade, DS 

3/06 Sue Thomas 3/22 Charlotte Bond  

3/11 Terri Click 3/23 Dianne Baughan 

3/13 Erin Thomas 3/24 Abigail Applefeld 

3/15 Jessica Healy 3/25 Roni Weikers 
 

 

 

mailto:churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org
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From Membership Vows 
 

I will be loyal to Emory United Methodist Church and  

uphold it with my prayers: 
 

PRAYERS / BLESSINGS / THANKSGIVINGS 

 One of the most important part of community is to show care and compassion 

through prayer. Please be in prayer for the following: 
 

Joyce Applefeld [Lorien Assisted Living]; family of Garrett Backish/Thomas 

family/shooting in SC; Mike Bitzel; Diana Blessing’s sister, Coral; Charlotte Bond 

[moved/2507 Old St. Augustine Road, #2604, Tallahassee, FL 32301]; Gil 

Brashears [weakening]; the family of Ruth Crisler; Linda Fair [foot injury]; Connie 

Hamm [wound not healing]; Regina Glassman [Donna Rucker’s aunt]; Shirley 

Gordon [Nancy Chilcoat’s sister/1234 Washington Blvd., Westminster Health 

Center, Room 214, ACU, Westminster, MD 21157, No Phone]; Barbara Grogg 

[neuropathy]; Doris Johnson [Assisted Living]; Kellys’ 4-year-old granddaughter 

Cambria; Nancy Korman; Alex Obriecht’s grandson Oliver [chemo]; Dee Patten 

[home/hospice]; the Seibert family [Diana Blessing’s friends]; Christiana Smith; 

George Sunday [death of his wife Sandy]; Bonnie Towner [knee replacement 

surgery 3/4]; Carol Ward’s relatives, Mandy and Andy Ward [bad car accident];  

Bill Williams [Linda Fair’s brother]; Beth Zentz  
 

I will uphold my church with my presence: 

February 2020’s average attendance was 31 

February 2019’s average attendance was 32 
 

I will uphold my church with my gifts: 

Our total annual budget is $135,617.44 

February 2020 giving:  $9,773.63 

February 2019 giving:  $8,588.71 

February 2020’s average weekly giving totaled $2,443.41 

Of that, online giving totaled $1,825.00; special offerings – none this month 

February 2019’s average giving totaled $2,147.18 
 

I will uphold my church with my service: 
 

MARCH LITURGISTS
 

March 1 – Ken Fowble March 22 – Donna Rucker 

March 8 – Joanne Smith March 29 – Bob Kelly 

 March 15 – Alex Obriecht 
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 General Conference is the major global event of the United Methodist 

Church to be held in May to consider the division around the full inclusion of 

GLBTQ+ people in the church and possible 

solutions to the disagreement. These solutions 

include up to and including splitting the 

denomination. Please be in prayer between now 

and then. Join in the Bible study as well to 

participate in our local discussion. 

 The logo for the 2020 General Conference is 

to accompany the theme, “…and know that I am 

God,” based on an excerpt from Psalm 46:10. The entire verse reads: “Be still 

- and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations. I am exalted in the 

earth.” (NRSV). 

 United Methodist Communications designed the logo, which is used to 

maintain a consistent visual identity for the 2020 General Conference.  

 

 
 

 UMCOR is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and yet they are 

anything but a typical committee. They are a program by the General Board of 

Global Ministries taking action when disaster strikes around the globe. We will 

be highlighting UMCOR during our next Special Sunday, on March 22nd. 

UMCOR acts as the hands and feet of Christ’s church, moving towards the 

most vulnerable in their time of need. Helping people in their darkest days 

doesn’t have to be something “they” do, it can be something “we” do. The 

hope is that we will give generously this upcoming UMCOR Sunday so that 

we, along with our United Methodist congregations around the globe, can 

share compassionate relief in the midst of devastation. This special offering 

underwrites UMCOR’s administrative costs so that all designated gifts will go to 

the project you specify. Your gifts ensure UMCOR's response in times of crisis so 

that 100% of gifts to UMCOR help those who need it most.  
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 On February 15th, eight local United Methodist churches joined us in Emory 

Hall to take a look at the future. Approximately 40 people attended. We learned 

how all of these small churches are dealing with very similar concerns.  Thanks 

to all of the Emory members who came to address issues and present ideas for 

the future. See the minutes from the meeting posted in the Education Building. 

 A second meeting is being planned at another church location to develop 

more specific ways to support each other.  We look forward to having all Emory 

members involved in these important decisions. 
 

    Ruthie Bradford, Lay Leader 

 

 The church has been busy with funerals and meetings the past few weeks.  

We all work hard to keep our activities and missions going.  Your ideas and input 

are always welcome. 

 Our first spring activity has been planned. Join us on March 22nd after Church 

for Salad and a variety of toppings.  It will be nice to just sit and talk with friends. 

Our new friends are especially invited. 

 During the cold weather, let’s not forget about those who are homeless and 

hungry.  A couple of food items, a pack of socks, hats, scarves and gloves can 

mean so much to someone who has nothing.  There are baskets in the back of 

the church for your donations. 
 

 Until next time, Connie Hamm 
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 There are still nuts and some chocolate covered candies available from the 

Women’s Fundraiser.  Please support this project. Makes great treats for Easter 

basket egg stuffing! See Donna Rucker. 

 Project Linus will meet on Tuesdays, March 2nd and 23rd at 9:30 am. Come 

help make blankets for sick babies. No sewing skill is necessary! See Donna 

Rucker. 

 There will be a Salad Luncheon after church on Sunday, March 22 with a 

large green salad and lots of toppings so you can make your own special salad. 

Rumor has it that desserts will also be available. You are invited to stay after 

worship for a quick, delicious lunch with friends.  

 Looking ahead: Please mark your calendar for a UMW lunch, meeting, and a 

game day after church on April 19th.  Bring your favorite game for all of us to 

enjoy.  Lunch will be provided by Connie, Sandy Black and Donna.  This is an 

afternoon of fellowship you shouldn’t miss. Warm winter wishes, Sherry Wineke  

 NOTE: all women who are a part of Emory are part of the UM Women – we 

hope you will all participate in this welcoming fellowship. The Bible Study, “Bad 

Girls of the Bible” led by Ruthie Bradford continues. 

 

  
Our secretary, Bonnie Towner, is having a total knee replacement – 

her surgery is on March 4 so the 3rd is her last workday until after recovery. 

That could take from 4-6 weeks. I’m sure greetings and best wishes in cards 

will be appreciated – 3810 Sunnyfield Court, Unit 2B, Hampstead, MD 21074. 

While she is out, we will need some volunteer office help on occasion, 

especially since my absence overlaps with Bonnie’s. Please let me know if 

you can help. Thanks!  Pastor Peggy 
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➢ Trustees’ next meeting is on Monday, March 9th, 7 pm.  If you are a 

trustee, please plan to attend.  If you see something that you feel needs 

attantion regarding the church property, please let a trustee know.  

Thanks, Donna 

➢ Finance meeting will be on Tuesday, March 24 at 7pm. For a clearer 

understanding of church finances, plan to attend. Thanks, Bob Kelly 

➢ Church Council meeting on Tuesday, March 31 at 7 pm. This is where 

the work of all other committees comes to considered. Thanks, Randy 

Wineke 
 

 

 

 

➢ Remember to set your clocks ahead on Saturday, March 7 for Day 

Light Savings time!  You will be on time for worship on the 8th! 

➢ Our Elder Friend for March is Bobbie Patterson – Please visit, call, or 

send cards to remind Bobbie how important she is to Emory Church – 

5715 Emory Road, Upperco, MD 21155 – 410-833-2009. 

➢ Project Linus will meet on Tuesdays, March 2nd and 23rd at 9:30 am. Come 

help make blankets for sick babies. No sewing skill is necessary! 

➢ There are still some nuts and candy available from the Women’s fundraiser. 

See Donna Rucker [410-375-0973] for availability and type remaining if you 

care to purchase any for your own kitchen or for gift giving or Easter baskets. 

➢ Wednesdays are Wonderful dinners continue every Wednesday throughout 

March at 5:45 pm.  Check out the month’s menus posted elsewhere!  See 

Sherry Wineke to sign up to help.  

➢ Out-to-Lunch Bunch – Jane Alban invites anyone free during the day to join 

a group of fun church folks for lunch at Olive Garden in Westminster on 

Tuesday, March 31st at noon. Please RSVP to Jane at 410-374-4454 or by 

email at janealban38@gmail.com. This is great friendship time! 

➢ Flower order price increase:  The florist has increased their price for flower 

arrangements.  A regular order (two vases) now costs $40, and the fuller 

order (two vases) now costs $50. You may also bring your own altar-

appropriate arrangements. 

➢ Lost & Found – Large Cape Cod tote bag left in church – Can be claimed 

in the church office.  If it’s not claimed, we will find it a new home. 
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 The Ernest E. Wooden Educational Fund, Inc. is currently accepting 

applications for scholarships.  This year the fund will award four scholarships of up 

to $1,750.00 each.  Previous winners of the scholarships are eligible to reapply. 

 Applications are available at the Farmers and Merchants Bank.  In order to be 

considered, all completed applications must be received on or before March 2, 

2020, by the Ernest E. Wooden Educational Fund, Inc., c/o The Farmers and 

Merchants Bank, 4510 Lower Beckleysville Rd, Ste. H, Hampstead, MD  21074, 

410-374-1510, Ext. 105  

 

 

 

 The Baltimore-Washington Conference of The United Methodist Church 

Scholarship Program provides scholarships to help supplement the financial 

needs of today. Scholarships are for undergraduate students enrolled full-time in an 

accredited college or university in the United States. 

 Funding for the BWC scholarships is provided through the United Methodist 

Student Day Special Offering, the BWC Board of Trustees, the Board of Higher 

Education and Campus Ministry, the United Methodist Women, the United 

Methodist Men, and other designated gifts. Students will need to complete the 

online application each year. 

 Scholarship applications are accepted online only January 3 – March 5, 2020. 

Awards are determined by the Joint Scholarship Task Force. Scholarship award 

email notices will be sent out by the last week of June 2020. Payment of scholarship 

awards are sent directly to the College/University for the fall term. 

 

 

In April, Emory offers scholarships for our graduates and college 

students.  Individual gifts and a mission amount are split between eligible 

applicants. More information will be available then.  

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
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TASTE OF SPRING 

Thursday, March 26th  – 5 - 8 pm 

Crossroads Church, Hampstead 

1041 S. Carroll St., Hampstead, MD 21074 

Food samples, music, and awesome auction items! 

HUGE FUNDRAISER! GOOD FOOD! GOOD FUN!! 

Tickets: $15 – Call NESAP at 443-244-1496 

Don’t forget to bring a can or box to church to donate! 

 

OYSTER & FRIED CHICKEN SUPPER 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

3239 Carrollton Road, Hampstead – Saturday, March 21 – noon to 5 pm 
 

Enjoy fried oysters, fried chicken, corn, green beans, 

coleslaw and potato salad, applesauce, rolls, dessert & 

beverages.  Reserve your tickets and seating time [2 

seating times] – call Cindy at 410-218-9303 for seating 

details, various age-based costs and carryout information. 

 

 

HAMPSTEAD'S LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
 

 Hampstead's Little Free Pantry is located behind the prayer chapel at 

St. John's United Methodist Church at 1205 N. Main St. in Hampstead, MD. 

The pantry provides food to anyone in need. The 

pantry is always open and works on an anonymous 

give-and-take system. Donations can be left 

directly in the pantry or at the front of the building in 

the Prayer Chapel. Anyone needing food may take 

as much as needed, whenever.  
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ITEMS FOR THE APRIL NEWSLETTER ARE DUE BY MARCH 15 
BUT ARE REALLY, REALLY WELCOME EARLY!! 

 

THE MISSION FOR MARCH IS SHEPHERD’S STAFF – EASTER BASKETS 

 

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1    
10 am 

Worship 
 
 

Temptation 
 

 

2 
Project 

Linus 

 

3 4    5:45 pm 
Wednesdays R 
Wonderful 
Roast Pork, etc. 
 

Bonnie Out 

5 

 

 
 

for Knee 

6 

 
 
 
 

Replace- 
ment 

7   7 pm 

AA & 
Al-Anon 

 

4/6 Weeks 

 8   
 
 

10 am 
Worship 

Faith Stories 
 
 
 
 

9    
No Project 

Linus 

 
 

 

Pastor 

10  
7 pm 

Trustees 
meeting 

 
 

Peggy 

11   5:45 pm 
Wednesdays R 

Wonderful 
Spaghetti n 
meatballs 

 

Away until 3/21 

12 
7 pm 

Boy Scouts 

13 
 

14     
7 pm 
AA & 

Al-Anon 
 

15   
10 am 

Worship 
 

Alex 
Obriecht, 
preaching 

16    

No Project 

Linus 

 

17   

 

18  5:45 pm 

Wednesdays R 

Wonderful  

St. Patrick’s 

celebration  

Wear green 

Ham, corned 

beef, cabbage & 

potatoes 

19  

 
 
 
 

7 pm 
Boy Scouts 

20 

 

21 

7 pm 
AA & 

Al-Anon 
 

22   
10 am 

Worship  
UMCOR 
Sunday  

 

Giving is 
Loving 

 

Salad 
Luncheon 

after church 
 

23   

9:30 

Project 

Linus 

 

 

24    

7 pm 

Finance 

meeting 

 

25    
5:45 pm 

Wednesdays   

R Wonderful 

dinner 

Creamy 

Chicken w rice, 

veggie, salad 

26 
7 pm 

Boy Scouts 

27 28   
7 pm 
AA & 

Al-Anon 
 

29   
10 am 

Worship 
 

Imperishable 
Flesh:  

A Myth? 

30 
No Project 

Linus 

 

31   
Noon 

 Out-to- 
Lunch 

Bunch @ 
Olive 

Garden 
 

7 pm 
Church 
Council  

  
 

Palm 
Sunday 

4/5 
 

Good 
Friday 
4/10  

 

Easter is 
Sunday, 
April 12 

 


